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There are many reasons individuals do not vote - one is transportation
insecurity, one is voter suppression, and one is simply that no one
invites them.

You can increase voter turnout by:
Encouraging voting from the pulpit and
Making voting convenient and fun.

https://bit.ly/4fvs5wt

MESSAGE TO FAITH LEADERS

This document describes the foundation needed to advance a Get-
Out-the-Vote effort for 2026 and to form and/or expand a social justice
ministry that meets the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of our
community.

We are committed to building a better community through civic
engagement, and we are honored to work with you to Get Out the Vote
(GOTV) and support community participation. To help with
communication and coordination, we ask that you add the contact
information for the leader of your social justice efforts to this form, so we
can communicate with them.

Send questions, requests for information, and requests for assistance to
Shirley Bondon at blackclergytn@gmail.com.
Please share this document with other faith leaders.

https://bit.ly/4fvs5wt


TALKING POINTS

A Brief Word to Faith Leaders & Congregations Across Tennessee

Where We Are

Tennessee is experiencing one of the most consequential political
moments in a generation. Following recent Supreme Court decisions
that weakened key protections of the Voting Rights Act, Tennessee
lawmakers approved new congressional maps that many believe
further dilute Black and minority political influence across the state.

The impact is not limited to one city or county.

From Memphis to Jackson, Nashville to Chattanooga, Knoxville to
rural Tennessee, communities with significant Black and minority
populations are grappling with what these changes mean for
representation, political power, and equitable access to government. In
some places, communities that once held stronger collective voting
influence have been divided, stretched across larger districts, or
politically submerged beneath broader voting blocs in ways that may
make representation more difficult to secure and sustain.

At the same time, many of our communities continue to face persistent
challenges related to political miseducation, voter fatigue, low turnout,
economic inequity, and civic disengagement. These realities are
interconnected.

The Black Church has never been merely a place of worship. It has also
been a center for moral clarity, political education, community
protection, leadership development, and social transformation. This
moment requires more than frustration. It requires faith, strategy,
discipline, and organized action.

Democracy, Representation & Our Moral
Responsibility



TALKING POINTS CONT.

1. Black Political Representation Across Tennessee Is Under Pressure

Recent redistricting decisions have reshaped political representation
statewide, affecting Black and minority voting power in urban centers
like Memphis, Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Jackson, as well as
smaller and rural communities. Representation matters because public
policy affects schools, healthcare, criminal justice, infrastructure, jobs,
housing, and economic opportunity.

2. Tennessee Is NOT “Ruby Red”

Tennessee is approximately 48% Independent, 33% Republican, and 18%
Democrat. The future of this state is not predetermined. Turnout,
political education, and organized civic engagement matter more than
assumptions. Too often, low participation has weakened our collective
political and economic influence.

3. We Need MASSIVE Turnout in AUGUST and NOVEMBER

If we are serious about protecting voting rights and representation, we
must pursue presidential election-level turnout during the August
State/Federal Primary and local elections and the November Midterm
Election. Our collective goal should be 50% turnout in August and 75%
turnout in November. Every congregation should treat voter
engagement as a ministry of justice and community care.

4. This Is Long-Term Work

We will not reverse decades of inequity overnight. We must use the vote
to stop the bleeding now while building long-term strategies to reclaim,
strengthen, and protect civil rights, political representation, and
democratic participation for generations to come.

Four Talking Points for This Sunday



A CALL TO ACTION
We are asking every faith leader and congregation to:

Expand or activate a Social Justice Ministry

Confirm your voter registration

Help at least 5 other eligible voters get registered and informed

Host civic education conversations in your congregation

Prepare now for August and November turnout efforts

Faith without works is dead. Democracy without participation is

endangered.



Formally establish a Social Justice Ministry and identify and equip a core
team to lead implementation.

Background

Luke 4:18
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised."
----- King James Version (KJV)

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me. He has anointed me to tell the good news to
poor people. He has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners. He has sent
me so that the blind will see again. He wants me to free those who are beaten
down."
------ New International Version (NIV)

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me (Messiah) because he has anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to announce release (pardon,
forgiveness) to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free
those who are oppressed (downtrodden, bruised, crushed by tragedy)."
---- Amplified Bible

In his inaugural sermon, Jesus delivered a message that in each of the above
biblical translations, his mission is a social justice ministry - to preach the
gospel to the poor, heal the brokenhearted, preach deliverance to the
captives, and set at liberty those who are oppressed. For Jesus, the "good
news" is justice in an unjust world. It is personally redemptive, saving one from
sins and the present evils, and socially responsible. We are each accountable
for fulfilling our civic duty and taking actions to benefit society. We don't get
one without the other.

Launch or Expand a Social
Justice Ministry



Summary

A social justice ministry is a witness to God's call to be a prophetic church of
justice, peace, diversity, inclusion, and love. Components of a social justice
ministry are found throughout church ministries. It invites the church to listen
to the once-silenced voices of its racial/ethnic communities, learn from their
wisdom, and gain insight from their leadership. It calls the church to
discernment and prayer, study of the scriptures, reflection, dialogue, and
table fellowship. The true goal is to transform, strengthen, and deepen the
church's spirituality, resulting in a community that understands its mission to
be about bringing justice and salvation to the world.

A Social Justice Ministry aligns with Jesus' mission. Participants in a social
justice ministry can:

Study the gospel in its bearing on people in society.
Provide and publish information on social issues.
Formulate and promote programs of social justice education. 
Cooperate with all ministries and other external organizations to plan and
implement activities that promote the  Church's mission, vision, and
confession and effectuate the gospel commandment to love our neighbor
in our local community and the larger community.

Specifically, participants can:

Act to eliminate racism.
Equip individuals and congregations to pursue peace and justice work
through education, support, and collaboration.
Connect people and organizations who share in the work of fighting
injustice and oppression throughout our world.
Advocate for positive change in our world and walk alongside those
working for peace whose voices have been ignored for too long. 
Connect Christian faith, spiritual practice, and creation consciousness to
demonstrate the fullness of God's peace.
Equip Disciples to respond to Jesus' call to welcome the stranger.
Work with and through denominational, ecumenical, and interfaith
partners to educate and activate faith-based advocates to work together
to move public policy.

Contact Shirley Bondon at blackclergytn@gmail.com



LAUNCH OR EXPAND A SOCIAL JUSTICE

1.  Appoint a Coordinator
2.  Form a Team (five or more)
3.  Use the enclosed tactics to get out the vote
4.Listen to your community
5.  Prioritize concerns
6.  Research and analyze
7.  Develop plans

Contact Shirley Bondon at blackclergytn@gmail.com

The members of the social justice
ministry can organize and lead your

efforts.



Share Faith Leader Contact Information

Find Your Congressional District

Check Your Voter Registration Status Register to Vote

Follow the Court Cases

Phase I - Prepare Yourself

REACH - Check Your Voter Registration Status or
Register to Vote

Check the Voter Registration Status of
Congregations/Organizations

Call Inactive Voters

Host a Postcard Party

Provide Rides to the Polls

Families Vote Together Host a Poll Party

Door to Door Canvas

Sample email and text message to activate a network.

Get Out the Vote Checklist

www.aacctn.orgContact Us blackclergytn@gmail.com

Phase II - Prepare Your Team

Phase III - Rise to Action!



Instructions
Scan the QR Code

or use the link

We need to increase the number of
registered voters and get them to vote.
Individuals can check their registration
status.

Check Your Voter Registration
Status, or Register to Vote

https://bit.ly/4tFQd2X



Instructions
Training Provided

REACH
Check Your Voter Registration

Status or Register to Vote
The grassroots organizing app that lets
you meet voters, supporters, members,
workers, people where they are. 

https://app.reach.vote/join/B5TG47



Find Your Congressional District

https://bit.ly/4dui0xq

Instructions
Scan the QR Code or click the link

Type your full address, street, city, state, zip

Click “Find My District”

The Tennessee Legislature cracked CD 9
into three districts. Everyone should know
their new district. Please note that your
district may not have changed.



Instructions
Scan the QR Code or click the

link

https://bit.ly/3RcGvYl

Follow the Court Cases
Many individuals and organizations are
trying to stop the cracking of CD9. One
strategy is to battle in the courts. Stay
informed and follow the court cases.



Share Faith Leader Contact
Information

https://bit.ly/4uXBOjN

Help us contact faith leaders across
Tennessee so that they can inform their

congregations of their new districts.

https://bit.ly/4uXBOjN


Instructions
Scan the QR Code or click the link
Download the spreadsheet
Provide the contact information of
members in spreadsheet form

Email the spreadsheet to

blackclergytn@gmail.com

Check the Voter Registration Status
of Congregations/Organizations

We need to increase the number of
registered voters, and get them to vote.

https://bit.ly/4unBawc

Share your church or organization roster for comparison with
the voter registration roll. After the comparison, we will return a
list of members who are not registered to vote and a list of
members on the inactive voter registration list. This would
allow you to speak with those individuals and help eligible
members register to vote.  We will not sell or share your roster
with others, or use it for any purpose other than comparing it
to the voter registration list. We would be happy to help you
collect the necessary information.



EMAIL & TEXT

Faith, Family, and Democracy are under attack in Tennessee,
and we need ALL hands on deck. 

Make sure YOU are registered to vote and help at least 5 other
people get registered and informed. Learn the issues. Stay
engaged. Let’s push for 50% turnout in August and 75% turnout
in November. This is Freedom Summer 2.0. We need
everybody.

Check your registration status:
https://bit.ly/4tFQd2X

Subject Line: Faith, Family, and Democracy are under attack
in Tennessee

Contact, and activate everyone in your
network. Send emails and texts.

Sample Message



Phone Banking Guide

Thank you for joining us to call voters across Tennessee to
encourage them to vote early in 2026.  We are now focused
on the August election. 

We are partnering with CivicTN to make calls. CivicTN is
strictly nonpartisan – When calling, we must focus on getting
people to vote. Avoid conversations about candidates,
political parties, and who and what to vote for. Email
questions to Shirley Bondon at blackclergytn@gmail.com

What is ThruTalk?

We are using an online program called ThruTalk for our
phone banking. Using your computer, ThruTalk will
automatically call the phone numbers of voters for you until
someone answers, and then you can have a conversation
with them! Less dialing, more talking. Calls are made from an
anonymous phone number, not your personal phone
number.

Have you used ThruTalk with CivicTN before?

Yes – Great, you are all set! Keep reading.
No – Create a ThruTalk account –
https://getthru.app/join/2830970926308559355

Now that you have created a ThruTalk account with CivicTN,
in the future, you will be able to easily join all of our phone
banking campaigns!

Call Inactive Voters



What do you need to get started?

✅ Computer – laptop or desktop – with an internet connection
✅ Links for the campaign:

East TN https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/5-
dETLPqtxg
Middle TN
https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/6ogU_EeB4sY
West TN
 https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/od15eIpC-Io

✅ Keep our Frequently Asked Questions document easily accessible
while calling voters
✅ Here’s a copy of our Phone Banking script for reference

Get started

Click any of the following links to join the campaign!

East TN https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/5-
dETLPqtxg
Middle TN
https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/6ogU_EeB4sY
West TN
https://getthru.app/account/civictn/join_campaign/od15eIpC-Io

Some advice from previous callers!

💑 Stay logged in as long as possible – the more callers using
ThruTalk, the quicker it works!
😀 Have fun and make sure to leave a positive impression!
💬 Stick to the script, but make it your own. Avoid sounding robotic!
✋ Need to take a break? Select ‘Not Ready’ and save your call results!

Call Inactive Voters Cont.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-C7Ed8VfZUL_28txAwFh6jDlsFU6cFjswjYGtDdUjc/edit?usp=sharing


Host a Postcard Party
An Action Idea to Love Others with Your Voice

In the 2020 U.S. elections, volunteers sent over 20 million
handwritten postcards to voters. Studies suggest that
personal messages can increase voter turnout by 1-3%, a
small but crucial margin in tight races. Postcards to voters
are a grassroots strategy where volunteers send handwritten
or printed messages to encourage voting. Unlike mass emails
or digital ads, these postcards create a direct, personal
connection.

Studies suggest that people process printed materials
differently from digital ones. The act of physically handling a
postcard—picking it up, flipping it over, reading it —creates a
stronger memory association. This makes postcards more
effective at delivering key messages, such as voting
deadlines or polling locations. Compared with digital
outreach, postcards have the advantage of demanding a
voter’s attention in a way that emails and online ads often fail
to do.

Guidance & Sample Messaging

Address postcards. (sample postcard front and back
below)
 Leave room for a stamp in the top right corner of the
postcard.
Address the card with the name, street address, city, state,
and zip from your voter list.

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:552dac07-7539-4782-9e65-eaa2f0f10e40


Track and report progress. As participants complete a
packet, they should turn it in to the organizer. The organizer
will serve as the repository for completed postcards and hold
them until it is time to mail them. Postcards should be mailed
two to three weeks before the election - no sooner.

Have fun! Postcards make a HUGE difference in turning out
voters, so let’s do it!

Write a message of your own or select one from the list
provided
Add the stamp after you finish writing in case you make a
mistake.
Take your time, write clearly, and be creative! Artwork is
always welcome!
We are strictly nonpartisan! Focus on getting people out
to vote. Avoid anything about candidates, political parties,
and who and what to vote for.
After you finish a postcard, including your messaging, the
voter’s name, and mailing address, and a stamp, mark it
off on your list.
Turn in completed packets to the organizer.

Postcard Party Cont.



1. Identify a lead organization to serve as the dispatcher.
2.Make your church van and a driver available for early

voting and electionday.
3.Use social media to spread the word.
4.Partner with local organizations to identify those in need

of transportation.
5.Set up a simple scheduling system for ride requests and

driver availability.
6.Ensure vehicles are accessible for individuals with

disabilities.
7.Promote the initiative in community centers and local

events to reach more voters.

Provide Rides to the Polls



Families Vote Together
Host a Poll Party

A poll party is a social gathering where individuals meet at a
poll location to vote. We encourage congregations to vote
together during early voting.

1.  Choose a date and time to meet.

2.  Invite all members to join you to vote.
3.  Make it an event: 

a.  Follow poll site rules.
b.  Consider providing food or at a miniumum water, and

music.
c.  Wear church t-shirts. 

4.  Provide an inspirational message.
 VOTE



Door To Door Canvas

Direct outreach has the most impact!

A conversation that lasts at least three minutes (and up to 10
minutes) is seen to impact voters to positively.

1.Register to vote
2.Cast their vote
3.Vote for a candidate whose team canvassed them

Traditionally, this was done only by knocking on doors. 
Even today, direct outreach is studied to have the maximum
impact on voters. 

Want to have the maximum impact - canvas.

Email Shirley Bondon at blackclergytn@gmail.com to develpp
a canvassing plan.

https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-05-18/every-vote-matters-whats-best-way-get-them
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/9/28/16367580/campaigning-doesnt-work-general-election-study-kalla-broockman
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/9/28/16367580/campaigning-doesnt-work-general-election-study-kalla-broockman
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/09/campaigns-direct-mail-zero-effect/541485/
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